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In Five
DESMOND “Take Five” 

NAME DATE

”Take Five” is a jazz standard written by saxophonist Paul Desmond in the late 1950s. It was originally 
recorded in 1959, and made famous by the Dave Brubeck Quartet. Two years later, it became a 
surprise hit and the biggest-selling jazz single ever. Watch this video of the Dave Brubeck Quartet 
performing it live!  

Different beat groupings, or the order of beat groupings, create a certain rhythmic feel in music. 

Is “Take Five” written in (circle one)  Triple Meter,  Double Meter, or  Neither?

If neither, in what beat groupings does it move? _______

Musical Matching: Meter

METER REVIEW
Let’s review what you know about meter in music! Match these words with their definition below.

🎹🎷

METER   BEAT   TIME SIGNATURE

TRIPLE METER   DUPLE METER

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

How music is divided up; how many beats will be in each 
measure, and what note length gets the beat

Beat groupings of 2

The rhythmic pattern made in music by putting together strong 
and weak beats in different groupings; how we “feel” music 

The regular rhythmic pattern of music; time is counted in music 
by using these

Beat groupings of 3
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