
Cliburn Kids 
Many Meters: Dances

BRAHMS Waltz in A-flat Major, op. 39, no. 15
BRAHMS Waltz in C-sharp Major, op. 39, no. 6

What Do You Hear?

BEFORE YOU WATCH - WHAT IS A WALTZ?
[image: The Most Beautiful Waltz Music - YouTube]A waltz, like these two written by Johannes Brahms, is a type of ballroom dance performed in triple meter, or beat groups of 3. Invented in 17th-century Germany, the waltz is considered to be the mother of all present-day ballroom dances. In the ballrooms of Vienna, Austria, it became popular to dance a faster version of the waltz. This version came to be known as the Viennese Waltz.

Let’s watch a video of a group of dancers performing a Viennese Waltz!

What did you notice about the steps the dancers were taking? Were they fast or slow? Big or small? Did they mostly stay in one place or move all across the dance floor?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe the music. Is it choppy or smooth? Cheerful or sad?   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AFTER YOU WATCH

Now listen to the two Brahms waltzes and answer the following questions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
1. Waltz in A-flat Major, op. 39, no. 15

Describe the music. Was it choppy or smooth? Fast or slow? Were the pitches high or low? Did it stay in one place, or move all over the keyboard? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How did this waltz make you feel? Was it a happy waltz or a sad waltz, or maybe something else?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now imagine people dancing to this waltz. Based on the music, would it be a fast and happy dance, or a slower, more serious dance?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now let’s listen to the other piece!

2.  Waltz in C-sharp Major, op. 39, no. 6

Describe the music. Was it choppy or smooth? Fast or slow? Were the pitches high or low? Did it stay in one place, or move all over the keyboard? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How did this waltz make you feel? Was it a happy waltz or a sad waltz, or maybe something else?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now imagine people dancing to this waltz. Based on the music, would it be a fast and happy dance, or a slower, more serious dance?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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