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Pianos and Guitars

SCARLATTI Keyboard Sonata in D Minor, K. 141
BACH Prelude in C Minor, BWV 999

WHAT DO YOU HEAR?

The piano is really good at pretending to be other things—we’ve already heard the piano pretend to be
birds, insects, gnomes, even running donkeys, just to name a few. The piano is also great at pretending
to be other instruments, including the guitar! Let’s learn how.
First, let’s listen to the guitar performance. How does the guitar music sound? Circle your answers below.
Is it:
HEAVY
LOUD
FAST

/
/
/

LIGHT
QUIET
SLOW

Like pianists, guitarists have to do very different things with their two hands. Watch the guitarist’s hands as
he plays. What is his left hand doing?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
What is his right hand doing?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Buddy shows us two different things that both guitarists and pianists often have to do. What are they?
1. _________________________________________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________________________________________
Now watch the pianist’s hands as he plays. What is his left hand doing?
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
How about his right hand?
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
After listening to both pieces, do you think the piano and the guitar sound similar? Why or why not?
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
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🛠

MAKE YOUR OWN GUITAR!

Want to play along with these performances? Ask your parent,
teacher, or an older sibling to help you make your own instrument!
MATERIALS:
- Empty cereal box		

- Recycled paper towel tube		

- 3-6 Large rubber band

- Tape 			

- Pen/pencil 		

- Scissors/X-Acto knife (only with an adult’s help!)

- Paint or other art supplies
DIRECTIONS:
1. PARENTS/TEACHERS trace your circle on the middle of the front of your cereal box, then
use scissors or an X-Acto knife to cut it out, leaving a hole in the center of the box.
2. Next, cut an X, roughly the size of the paper towel tube at the unopened end of the box.
Gently press the flaps inward and continue adjusting until the paper towel tube fits snug
and tight.
3. Place rubber bands lengthwise around your cereal box, making sure they cross the hole on
the front of the box.
4. Use tape around the outer edges of the cereal box to keep the rubber bands in place.
5. Use paint or other art supplies to decorate.
Now simply strum or pluck the rubber bands where they cross over the hole in the box, just like
a guitarist does!
For older kids, try making this more complex version:
https://www.myteachingstation.com/kids-learning-activities/how-to-make-a-simple-cereal-box-guitarfor-kids
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